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I ntroduction

The Secretary General’s 2006 in-depth study on all forms of violence against
women recommends that States institute plans of actionthat are regularly monitored and
updated by Governments in consultation with civil society, in particular non
governmental organizations, women's groups and networks.
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effectiveness of the measures taken.® It has recommended the adoption of such a plan on
different forms of violence against women, such as domestic violence.* The allocation of
sufficient resources has also been highlighted by that Committee® The Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultura Rights has also recommended that State parties adopt and
implement national plans of action to combat violence against women, ® including
trafficking in persons and domestic violence. ” The Human Rights Committee has
recommended that States parties implement national action plans on violence against
women,® while the Committee on the Rights of the Child has called up States parties to
ensure the implementation of national plans of action to combat femae genita
mutilation.® The Committee against Torture has also recommended that States consider
adopting national plars of action to prevent and eradicate violence against women and
children as well as to combat human trafficking. '® National action plans on trafficking
have been welcomed by the Committee on the Elimination of all Forms of Racid
Discrimination, and their effective implementationencouraged.

International policy instrumentsand recommendations

A significant number of policy instruments call for the adoption of national action
plans to combat violence against women.

The Beijing Platform for Action, adopted by the Fourth World Conference on
Women in 1995, urges Governments to formulate and implement, at all appropriate levels,
plans of action to eliminate violence against women. *? The 1993 Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women, adopted by the Getietd 4¢e)3eaidi/Ti.90. HHDXMEMRBZD TfD\8%50
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violence against women, and including concrete measures to prevent male violence,
protect victims and prosecute perpetrators” (article 1). In March 2009, the European
Parliament adopted resolution 2008/2071 (INI) on combating female genital mutilation in
the European Union, calling on Member States to adopt national action plans aimed at
banishing female genital mutilation from the European Union The European Economic
and Social Committee, a consultative body of the European Union, issued an Opinion on
Domestic Violg a i n S

nati onalBmmesticiE ol encU.



